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Owner of  150 Christian Ave. Found Guilty on 15 Charges, Faces up to $51,000 in Fines
Farmingville, NY - Brookhaven Town has  secured convic tions  on 15  charges  agains t the landlord of a house in Stony
Brook which had housed over a dozen college s tudents  in violation of the Town C ode. The absentee landlord faces  up
to $51,000 in fines  when he is  sentenced on May 1 .

"This  is  a  vic tory  for our res idents , our Town Hous ing C ode, and the  people  of the  Stony  Brook  community,"  said
Supervisor Ed Romaine. "This  sends  a c lear message to problem landlords  -  if you c reate problem rental houses  like
this  in the communities  our families  live in, we will  come after you, and prosecute to the fulles t extent of the law. I f
you and your tenants  are not good neighbors , and do not follow our local laws , expec t to find yourself in court."

Sixth Dis tric t C ourt Judge David A . Morris  found the owner of 150  C hris tian A venue, North Shore Des ign, guilty on
15 convic tions , 13  of which were misdemeanor building violations , inc luding:

• Four counts  of building and making alterations  without a permit;
• E ight counts  of illegal occupancy (converting common space into bedrooms);
• Two violations  for c reating conditions  detrimental to health & safety; and
• O ne violation of not providing adequate sanitary fac ilities

"I  commend  the  work  of  the  Law Department, particularly  Deputy  Town  A ttorney  David  Moran, for  their  efforts
towards  bringing this  home into compliance with the Town C ode,"  commented C ounc ilwoman C artright. "I  also thank
the community, the inves tigators , and other Town employees  who worked so hard to bring this  case through trial. This
verdic t  makes  an unequivocal  s tatement  to  landlords . The  Town raises  no  objec tion  to  the  lawful  renting  of your
home. However, we have no tolerance for willful violators  of our C ode and will continue to vigorous ly enforce our C ode
and prosecute the violators . My office is  diligently working on ways  to s trengthen our C ode and Town polic ies  in an
effort to prevent this  unlawful behavior. This  is  a quality of life is sue and will not be ignored."

Brookhaven Town has  c racked down on landlords  who illegally convert s ingle family homes  in order to rent rooms  for
off-campus  hous ing.  A s  a  result  of  the  c rackdown,  over  120  homes  are  now the  subjec t  of  L aw Department
inves tigations . Many of the landlords  have already been issued appearance tickets  for various  Town C ode violations ,
or  have  cases  currently  pending  in  Dis tric t  C ourt. In  response  to  this  growing  problem, the  Supervisor  has  also
worked with the  Law and Building Departments  to  c raft  new legis lation aimed at  inc reas ing fines  and penalties  for
those who violate the law and empower the Town to more aggress ively enforce the law and attack quality of life is sues
town wide.

The new legis lation that the Town Board approved las t year address ing these problems inc lude:

• A mendment to Sec tion 85  that inc reases  maximum fines  by 150% for firs t time offenders , making a maximum fine
amount for building code violations  $5,000  per offense up from $2,000. For second time offenders , the maximum fine
inc reases  from $3,000 to $10,000.

• A mendment to Sec tion 82  that inc reases  the fines  to correspond with C hapter 85  and provide the Town with more
power to combat new issues  related to illegal s tudent rental hous ing.

• A mendment to Sec tion 85  aimed at attacking the is sue of landlords  who pave their front yards  to more resemble
parking lots  than driveways .
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